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PRESIDENTIAL RACE IN DOUBT AS COUNTING GOES LATE INTO THE NIGHT 


NATION IN SUSPENSE 


Huge early vote 
across US: No clear 
winner apparent 


Todd Spangler 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A historic presidential election held amid 
economic uncertainties, partisan animosities 
and a deadly pandemic concluded Tuesday 
night with millions of ballots still being 
counted across the country and the race too 
early to call. 

Nationally, Democratic nominee Joe Biden 
had an early advantage in the Electoral Col- 
lege over President Donald Trump 131-108 
with the Associated Press having projected 
winners in several states by about 10:30 p.m. 

A nominee needs 270 electoral votes to 
win. While results in Michigan were too pre- 
liminary to make a projection, early results 
showed Trump winning Indiana, Kentucky 
and South Carolina, among other states, and 
Biden winning New York, Illinois, Colorado 
and Virginia, among others. 

But in one of the most widely anticipated 
elections in U.S. history, eyes were squarely 
on a string of key battleground states, includ- 
ing Michigan. Among other key states, Trump 
led in Florida, a state vital to his reelection, 
which he led by about 3.5 percentage points 


See PRESIDENT, Page 7A 


Poll workers count absentee ballots ie on Election Day at thie’ TCF Center in Detroit. MANDI WRIGHT/DETROIT FREE PRESS 


Inside ° Detroit voting smooth 
so far, officials say, 4A 


Donald Trump and Joe Biden await the 
results of the election. JULIO CORTEZ/AP FILE 
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At polls, voters breathe sigh of 
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World: 1,212,070 deaths, 
47,328,401 cases 


(As of 9 p.m. Tuesday) 
Sources: Johns Hopkins University 
and state of Michigan 


Relief was the dominant mood among voters leaving polling 
places around Michigan Tuesday, as the end was in sight for a 
presidential election many found psychologically draining. 

Worries remained over who would occupy the White House 
come Inauguration Day. 

But for the moment, Michigan’s battleground voters — be- 
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